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 Gather Round for Vermont Reads 2024! 
 
 
 

Since 2003, Vermont Humanities has invited students, adults, and seniors across the state to read 
the same book and participate in a wide variety of community activities related to the book’s 
themes. The Vermont Reads 2024 book is Gather by Kenneth M. Cadow. Gather tells the story 
of Ian, a resourceful teenager from rural Vermont. He isn’t supposed to have a dog, but his 
adopted pup Gather soon becomes a good friend. Although Ian hasn’t yet finished high school, 
he works hard to take care of his mother, who is trying to overcome her addiction to opioids. 
 

In early September, the library began distributing 
copies of Gather. Check at the library’s front desk to 
borrow a copy! Throughout the month of October, art-
making tables will be set up in the Children’s Room 
and Reference Reading Room. Library visitors of all 
ages are invited to help make small pieces of art to take 
home or to add to the library’s large mural that will be 
created by community members on Saturday, 
November 2 at 2 p.m. On Thursday, October 17 at 10 
a.m. the Third Thursday Readers (book club co-
sponsored by Green Mountain RSVP for readers ages 
55 years+) will open its meeting to the public for a 
hybrid book discussion of Gather (in-person and 
online or by phone via Zoom). At 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 17, the Library will host a World 
Conversations Gathering. Enjoy free pizza and meet 
people interested in sharing world languages. Thursday, 
October 24, the Library will host an in-person book 
discussion of Gather beginning at 7 p.m. Our final 
program on Saturday, November 2 at 2 p.m. is a 
Community Mural-Making and Art-Making 

Gathering. Using Gather the dog templates and other small pieces made at the art-marking 
tables in the Children’s Room and Reference Reading Room, community members are invited to 
gather and create a large moral that will be displayed near the library’s entrance. 
 
The Bennington Free Library is excited to host Vermont Reads programs that encourage 
reflection, sharing, and making connections.  
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  Letter from the Director…..  
 Welcome to the Fall/Winter newsletter. 

 
Let's get down to business. I’d like to extend a huge thank you to all those who supported the library by donating to the FY’24 

Annual Fund. Some of you donated multiple times, all of you gave what you could and the end result was that we met our goal. I 
am impressed with the number of donors we have and I think you will be as well as you scan over the list on the next few pages. 
As always as one door closes so another opens and similarly as last year's Annual Fund closes, this year's campaign begins. Many 

of you will already have received your letters and I hope you will once more look favorably on the library and what we do to 
make an impact on the whole community. 

 
Money from the Annual Fund goes to the services and programs we offer to everyone. Without your help and generosity, we 

would not be able to offer the passes to local attractions and museums or to offer a variety of programming. 
 

On the programming front the library once more held a successful Summer Reading Program: the Adventure certainly started 
here! Take a look at page 6 for some snapshots from the summer. Many of the programs were held outside in our newly 

renovated courtyard. We had two raised beds installed in the courtyard which allowed for even more programs and the excess 
produce has been offered for free at the Circulation Desk. I hope you had the opportunity to check out a book and take home a 
cucumber! It is our intention to add more programming related to the garden and to include adults. Although it was a blast to see 

the two-year-olds watering the plants with their little watering cans I do believe that the adults deserve a chance. 
 

There should be something for everyone during the next few months. Scattered throughout the newsletter you will find a play by 
Louise Penny and Laura Teasdale, a pop-up and regular book sale, fix-it-fun, and programming around the Vermont Humanities, 

Vermont Reads book “Gather” by Kenneth M. Cadow and Snapshot Series. Hope to see you at some if not all of these events 
and if there is ever anything that you would like to see at the library just ask and we will do our best to make it happen. 

 
Finally keep in touch with everything that is happening at the library by checking out our website benningtonfreelibrary.org or by 

signing up to receive our monthly e-Blast which we call “Month in a Minute”. 
                                                 

                                                                                                                                                               Wendy Sharkey 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

In Memoriam 
 

We note with sorrow, the loss of the following supporters and friends of the Library: 
 

June Cooper       Janet Fabricius      Donald Foster      Shane Fressola      Dean Hanson 
Robert Howe      Barbara Marino      Betsy Palmer 

Cecelia Petrucelli      Edith Sawitsky      Dr. William Wolfe 
 

 
 

  
Harvest Pop-Up Book Sale 

 

 
Saturday October 19 

10AM to 4PM 
 

 
Coinciding with the town Harvest Festival 
held right here on Main Street. Come and 

wander the Street and see what we have on 
offer. All hardbacked books $3 and all 

paperbacked books $1. 
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Thank you, Annual Fund Donors 
 

This past June, we completed our fiscal year 2023-2024 Annual Fund Drive.  Your generous donations 
allowed the library to reach our fundraising goal for this year!  At a time when we are doing more with 
less, your response was very gratifying.  The Annual Fund helps pay for books and other media, special 

programming, public access computers and general operation functions. 
 

We are very appreciative of your support! 
 

ANGELS 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ascher 
Mr. Peter Knapp 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Marro 
 

GUARANTOR 
 

Mary Ascher 
Ms. Jo A. Berry 

Dr. and Mrs. Brian P. 
Cunningham 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Howe 
Ms. Heather Maneely 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Moriarty 
Drs. Erik and Allison Niemi 
Mr. and Mrs. James Sharkey 

 
BENEFACTOR 

 
Dr. James Betts 

Mr. Raymond Bolton, Esq. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Dayton 
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence R. 

Dermody 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Donavan 
Mr. John Frielingsdorf and 

Mr. Richard Leschke 
Ms. Judith Kniffin 
Catherine McClure 
Mary Lou Monroe 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Simpson 
Dr. Robert Tarnas and 

Dr. Barbara Raskin 
Dr. and Mrs. Barth Vander Els 

Ms. Patricia J. Venti 
Mr. Daniel W. Wallace 

 
Mr. James Brown 

President, Bank of Bennington 
 
 

 

Ms. Jenifer Hoffman 
Hoffman Real Estate 

 
Mr. Daniel W. Wallace 

 
Mr. James Brown 

President, Bank of Bennington 
 

Ms. Jenifer Hoffman 
Hoffman Real Estate 

 
BESTOWER 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sparta 
Bennington House of Tile 

 
David Hayden 

Hayden Plumbing and Heating 
 

Mr. and Mrs. James Williams 
Williams Financial Management, 

LLC 
 

Mr. Thomas Gorman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hall 
Mr. Michael A. Keane and 

Ms. Edith Sawitsky 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F. Kennedy 

Mrs. Nathalie J. Libby 
Dr. And Mrs. Frederick Loy 

Ms. Lynne Fonteneau-McCann 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

McEvoy 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian McKenna 

Ms. Norma McShane 
Ms. Diane P. Morrissey 

Ms. Lisa Page 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Raffone 

Ms. Stephanie Savage 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sedgwick 

Mr. Bruce Smith and 
Ms. Jennifer Clarkson-Smith 
Mr. Theodore H. Thomas, Jr. 

 
 

INVESTOR 
 

Mr. Phil Lewis and Ms. Linda 
Foulsham 

The Bennington Bookshop 
Mr. Gerald Albert 

Bennington Heating and Cooling 
 

Mr. and Mrs. David Griffin 
Mt. Anthony Country Club 

 
Mr. and Mrs. James Horst 
Mt Anthony Tree Farms 

 
Hamlin House, LLC 

 
Mr. Peter Richards 

The Richards Group 
 

Mr. Don Wassick 
Wassick Tire Service, Inc. 

 
Dr. Robert Bergman 

West Mountain Animal Hospital 
 

Mr. D. Patrick Winburn 
Winburn Law Office 

 
B.P.O.E. #567 

 
Ms. Pat Adams 

Mr. John Ahearn 
Ms. Theresa A. Armata 

Ms. Christine T. Belanger 
Mr. Henry Benedict and 

Ms. Heidi Humphrey 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bourget 

Mr. Mark Branca 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Brower 

Dr. and Mrs. David Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bullington 

Mr. Michael Bumbeck 
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Ms. Janet A Buonanno and 
Mr. William Karis 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Brady 
Ms. Catherine Burns 

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Cestone 
Mr. Sunjit S. Chawla 

Dr. and Mrs. Terrell L. Coffield 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Cohen 

Mrs. Judith Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. James Colvin 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Contrada 
Mr. Mauro A. Contrastano 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Crawford 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Day 
Mr. Matthew DeMichele 
Ms. Marie DeVito and 

Mr. Dave Crowley 
Mr. Charles E. Dewey, III 

Mr. Paul Donnelly 
Dr. G. Richard Dundas 

Ms. Kathleen Hoisington 
Eckstein 

Bridget Elder and 
Kenneth Milman 

Mrs. Janet Fabricius 
Ms. Patricia Farren 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fitzgerald 
Dr. Kim Fodor 
Mr. Tim Foley 

Mr. Robert Gomez and 
Ms. Kristen Reed 

Ms. Diana M. Griffiths 
Mrs. Judith Haight 

Mr. Matthew Harrington 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Havlak 

Dr. Ann Herrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Brennan Holland 
Hon. and Mrs. David Howard 

Ms. Anne Hunter and 
Mr. Andrew Knafel 

Mrs. Mary H. Johnson 
Ms. Kate Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Keneally 
Mr. James Lane 

Mr. Harry Lapham 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Legacy 

Ms. Melissa Leland 
Ms. Amy Lee 

Ms. Rhonda Levin 
Mr. Matthew Lozier 

Ms. Roberta Lynch Carroll 
 

Mrs. Claire Lyons 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Malmborg 

Ms. Sandra Mangsen 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Maroney 

Mr. James H. Marsden and 
Ms. Becky Farrington 
Ms. Alicia McGuoirk 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael McKenna 
Mr. Curtis Merrow 
Ms. Linda Morris 

Charles and Elizabeth Muller 
Mr. and Mrs. David Newell 

Ms. Denise Peterson 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. 

Pezzulich 
Mr. and Mrs. David Pilachowski 
Ms. Ms. Jane M. Pinsonneault 

Ms. Rita C. Pinsonneault 
Mr. John Poggi 

Mr. Warren Ponvert 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ray 

Ms. Kristan Renish 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rogers 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Ross 
Dr. Charles Salem 

Mr. Ronald Sampath and 
Ms. Leslie Solook 

Jeri Schoof 
Mr. Frank Thompson, Jr. 

Ms. V. L. Turner 
Ms. Cynthia Waters 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wheeler 
Ms. Joan Wilson 

Mr. Dennis Woodward 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Woolmington 
 

CONTRIBUTOR 
 

Ms. Katie Cleaver, Metalsmith 
 

Mr. Brian Peat 
C.L. White, Inc. 

 
Mr. Ed Flynn 

Monument Electric Co. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Amadon 
Ms. Darcy Anderson 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Berks 
Mrs. Barbara Bermudez 

 

Ms. Susan Biggs 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Bose 

Ms. Margaret Briggs 
Ms. Kathryn Brooks 
Ms. Anne Bugbee 

Ms. Amanda Burrows 
Mrs. Ann Campbell 

Mr. and Mrs. John Carpenter 
Ms. Mary Casey 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. 
Cohen 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Cone 
Mr. Charles Copp and 

Jennifer Kern 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Cook 

Ms. Patricia  Corbett 
Mr. Robert Ebert 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Gingo 

Mrs. Alberta Harrington 
Mrs. Karen Horrigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. 
Jacobs 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jennings 
Ms. Kathryn Johnstone 

Mr. William Jones 
Mr. Edwin Lawrence 
Ms. Alison Levie and 
Mr. Michael Wajda 
Mr. Robert Luther 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Messer 
Ms. Ellen Millington 

Ms. Judy Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nutting 

Ms. Kristen Olmstead 
Mr. David Powers and 

Ms. Enid Franz 
Mr. Patrick E. Purcell 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Putney 
Ms. Sheila Sostek Richmond 

Mrs. Helen W. Rogers 
Mr. Jeremy M. Roy 

Ms. Jane Sobel 
Ms. Sharon Stepp 

Ms. Emily K. Turner 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Vargo 
Mr. and Mrs. Birger Vigsnes 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Wall 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wessler 
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Wolfe 

Ms. Patricia Zemianek 
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DONOR 
 

Diane Welebit 
Barset Furnishings & Upholstery 

 
Your Belly’s Deli 

Mr. Jeffrey Magnifico 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Alderman 
Ms. Jane Altobell 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Bisaccio 
Mr. Ron Brunk and Mr. Ron 

Palmieri 
Mr. Gary M. Dewitt 

Ms. Jill Andersen Fortney 
Mr. and Mrs. David Fredrickson 

Mr. Pankaj Goswami 
Ms. Judith Hancock 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean F. Hanson 
Ms. Jean Haynes 

Ms. Mary Heffron and 
Mr. Tom Fenton 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hernandez 
Mr. John Karath 

Ms. Ann Kremers 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Lauzon 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Leonard 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Maturski 
Mr. Joseph McGovern 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary O’Neil 
Mr. and Mrs. Robin Outwater 

Ms. Linda Patterson 
Ms. Carly Rudzinski 
Ms. Sherry Schreiber 

 
Ms. Sandra Sinclair 
Ms. Sharon Stewart 

 
 

GIFTS 
 

Melinda Crowl 
Mr. Frederick O. Dunn Jr 

Ms. Cathy Giorgi 
Mr. Peter M. Lawrence 

Mr. Dexter O’Brien. 
Ms. Sarah Sausville 
Mr. Charles Suss 

 

 
Donation Levels: 

 
Angel $5000 or more 

 

Guarantor $1000-$4,999 
 

Benefactor $500-$999 
 

Bestower $250-$499 
 

Investor $100-$249 
 

Contributor $50-$99 
 

Donor $25-$49 
 

Gift $24 and under 
 

 
 

Can you help us locate a copy? 
 

  
 
The library has an impressive collection of  year books starting with the 1920 edition of  
The Catamount. The Catamount was continued until 1967 when it changed its name to the 
Patriot Ledger. The library has the Patriot Ledger from 1967 – 1983. In 1984 it is just titled 
Mt. Anthony Union High School; the library has all years up to and including 2022-2023. 
 
If  you have a copy of  the 2023-2024 edition then please either bring it to the library or 
contact Wendy Sharkey 802-442-9051 or director@bfli.org. 

 

The library is looking for help. Does anyone out 
there have a spare copy of  the 2023-2024 year 
book? If  you have a spare copy or find that you 
do not want your copy then please consider 
donating it to the library. 

mailto:director@bfli.org
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Fix It Fun Returns! 
Do you enjoy repurposing and repairing household items? The Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance and the 
Bennington Free Library are partnering to hold their second community repair event on Saturday, November 9 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Bennington Free Library, 101 Silver 
Street. Volunteer fixers are needed to fix household items that 
community members bring for repair. All kinds of fixers are 
welcome, including clothing and fabric, small appliances, small 
furniture, toys, electrical items, jewelry, and more!  
 
Community repair events reduce the amount of waste sent to 
the landfill by promoting repair and reuse. Instead of throwing 
items away, we can appreciate the value in our possessions by 
reusing them, which saves money and resources, and 
contributes to a more sustainable society. This project is made 
possible by a grant from the Association for Rural & Small 
Libraries through the generosity of the Manton Foundation. 
 
To learn more and complete the volunteer packet, visit 
benningtonfreelibrary.org, call the library: 802-442-9051 or email reference@bfli.org   
 
Not a Fixer? Mark your calendar for November 9 and bring in items for repair!  
 
 
 

Murder Mystery Fundraiser 
 
The Bennington Free Library, John G. McCullough Free Library team up with the Bennington Theater to bring you an 
enhanced reading of “Murder by the Book” a comedy. The play was written by Laura Teasdale and sponsored by Louise 
Penny. We are just loving the opportunity to bring the play to the community. 

 
Join us on November 17 at 2pm for this fundraiser.  
Tickets $25 each. Limited tickets so get them early. Tickets available online through the 
theater or from either of the libraries. 
 
Basket raffle donated by the Vermont Country Store will be drawn at the event. Raffle 
tickets on sale now at both libraries. 
 
Bake sale at the event. Get a desert to take home or to eat at the performance. Like your 
deserts, do both. 
 
More details available on the Library website and at both libraries. 
 
All funds raised will benefit the Bennington Free Library and the John G. McCullough 

Free Library. 
 



Bennington Free Library Page 8 
 
Bennington Free Library  
 101 Silver Street  
 Bennington, VT 05201 
 1-802-442-9051 
 http://benningtonfreelibrary.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit  
Postage Paid 
Permit # 10 

Bennington VT 

 

 
 

 


	Binder7.pdf
	Page 1 Cover DRAFT

	Binder6.pdf
	Page 2 Draft

	Binder5.pdf
	Page 3 Annual Fund Donors DRAFT

	Binder4.pdf
	Page 4 Annual Fund Donors DRAFT

	Binder3.pdf
	Page 5 Annual Fund DRAFT

	Binder2.pdf
	Page 6 Childrens Room DRAFT

	Binder1.pdf
	Page 7 fix it fun and play

	Page 8 VT_Hum and Book sale.pdf
	Bennington Free Library
	Non-Profit


